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 Today we hear Jesus praying to the Father for His disciples.  He prays for them because 

he will not be with them in the same way as he has been before.    That must have been 

frightening for them.  He knew this, and so he prays for their protection and the prays that they 

be one in him - so closely tied to him in a special and supernatural way so that they become his 

presence on earth.  This same unity allows us to join him after our death to where he has 

ascended - to heaven.  It is our goal to reach that unity, to be that presence - but how? 

 Jesus has been preparing them for this, and now asks the Father a strange thing: 

Consecrate them in the truth.  The first thing to figure out is an answer an age-old question: 

What is truth?  The nature of truth itself has been distorted in our time.  Truth has come to mean 

a personal thing - an object of personal belief.  What you believe to be true is a personal thing, 

but what is true just IS.  I was teaching a college class once and I asked the class what was the 

difference between “facts” and “truth.”  A student replied that “facts are things that there is proof 

for, and the truth is what you believe is true.”  This is unfortunately a common thought 

nowadays.  But it doesn’t make sense.  To say that what you believe to be true is the same as 

what is true falls apart when two different people believe two different truths.  To say that they 

both are true doesn’t make sense either.  If you and I are looking at a piece of paper and you 

think it’s green, and I think it is yellow - there’s a problem.  It is either green, or it’s yellow, or 

some color that can look either green or yellow, or we both see the same thing but have different 

words to describe the color, or one (or both of us) is partly color blind, etc.  There is an 

underlying truth that can make sense of the difference, there is an underlying truth that sensibly 

explains the situation, there is an ultimate truth that is simply … true.  Once you know it, not 

only is the real thing known, but also the reasons why people see it different make sense. 

 This is the truth that Jesus is speaking about.  This is the truth he wants us to hold to - the 

truth that is underneath all that is true; the truth that makes everything else make sense.  The 

world presents us with many different truths that are “self-proclaimed” truths.  They are things 

that we are told are true because some group thinks it is true.  They are things that are easy to 

believe - but believing something is true does not make it true.  Jesus shows us the ultimate truth 

- and that truth is himself.  It is the truth of a God who created us and loves us, a God who has 



come to earth to redeem us and to teach us what is true.  A God who has prepared a place for us 

to follow to ultimate fulfillment.  But there is a way to live, a way to be supernaturally connected 

to Jesus that is required - Jesus tells us this.  Jesus wants us to be one with him because it is only 

in the supernatural connection with him that we reach eternal happiness.  This connection is 

made and maintained through the Sacraments and is kept from disconnection by the right way of 

life.  We can’t get there just taking any truth to be the one - we have to follow the correct truth.  

If we come to an intersection on the way to a city and only one way gets there - we can’t just say 

“I feel that the left one goes there,”  or I see most people going left, one so lets go with that - we 

need to consult an accurate map (or more likely today a GPS).  Jesus is that GPS.  

 Jesus asks for the disciples to be “consecrated” in the truth.  To be consecrated is to be 

made God’s own possession.  It is to be removed from the ownership of the world and placed in 

the treasury of those things precious to God and set aside for God’s use.  To be removed from the 

false ways that we hear all day long we have to be set apart from the false truths that are around 

us and cling to the eternal and underlying truth that is found only in Jesus.    This faith tells us 

who God is, it points out what God has communicated to us as right and wrong, it gives us a 

direction that we so desperately need in a world of so many supposed truths. 

  Our Catholic faith is amazing in that it holds true to the faith that Jesus imparted, it 

allows us to be connected through the sacraments in a supernatural way to Jesus, and it has clear 

teaching about many of the things that can confuse us.  These are not just teachings of what 

people feel is true - they are the product of thousands of years of studying the revelation of God 

found in a right understanding of Scripture and the Sacred Tradition passed down to us - and let 

me tell you as someone who has studied it in depth, it is unbelievably reasonable and consistent 

and makes sense (In fact, most people who criticize it - Catholics and non-catholic alike - don;t 

actually understand it).  That truth revealed by God touches all areas of life and is the truth that 

can guide us like a GPS to God.  It can take us above the confusions of the world and can show 

us a path to a life on Earth that is consecrated not to the changing ways of personal beliefs, but to 

God - the source of the deepest truth.


